7-5

xylitol may contribute to carcinogenssis.  These observations require
further study.

CONCLUSION

Thus, the evidence from both epidemiological and laboratory studies
is too sparse to suggest a direct role for carbohydrates (possibly
exclusive of fiber) in carcinogenesis. However, excessive carbohydrate
consumption contributes to caloric excess, which in turn has been im-
plicated as a modifier of carcinogenesis.